Top things to do!

The Holy Ghost Cemetery

How do I get there?  pagingstoke

Explore the different memorials.
Which one is your favourite?

Discover the symbols on the
graves. What do they mean?

Can you work out why all of the
Commonwealth War Graves are
the same size and style?

How to find us:
Chapel Hill

i Interesting
Memorials

The cemetery is a short walk north . .
of Basingstoke railway station and Exp!ﬂrmg 5)"“1]“]5 of life and death

town centre. Head up Chapel Hill
and you will find the cemetery on
your right.

By Car:
The main entrance is on Chapel
Hill by the cemetery lodge,
— RG21 5TB.
There is parking space for 3 cars.

On Foot:

Pedestrians can access the
cemetery from town by following
Chapel Hill or via the Burgess Road
public footpath at the top of the
cemetery.

Opening Times

g Free access at all times

Want to find out more? .
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andscape can be found on our website at

www. holyghostcemetery-basingstoke.org uk Feel free to Cgll;] SEr Vatl on
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through our Commonwealth War Graves and other Hampshire 40 2"
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Welcome

The last thing you’d expect to find in the
heart of Basingstoke town is a quiet
green space steeped in symbolism. Open
to all, this special cemetery holds a rich
tapestry of stories for you to explore.

Why is there a cemetery on Chapel Hill?
The Holy Ghost Cemetery arose out of a fierce

dispute between Pope Innocent Il and King John.

It led to the Pope banning religious services in
England for six years from 1208 and the King's
excommunication in 1209. Basingstoke people
were unable to bury their dead in the town’s
churchyard, so instead they used unconsecrated
ground on Chapel Hill. When the Pope lifted
the ban, the makeshift burial ground was
consecrated and a chapel built.

Creative carvings and craftsmanship

The monuments in the Holy Ghost Cemetery
reflect both the changing social attitudes towards
death as well as developments in artistic style and
theory over the centuries. Artistic values can be
found in monument styles, materials used and the
quality of the craftsmanship. We are lucky
enough to have a wide range of monuments in
the cemetery, from the very simple to the most
elaborately carved.

In the 18th Century,
headstones were
commonly carved
with symbolic
reminders of death
including winged
skulls and cherubs,
both of which can be
seen in the Holy Ghost
Cemetery. By the 19th
Century, styles had
become more varied
with a range of
headstone shapes,
styles, ornaments and
carvings, each with
their own special
meaning. Inscriptions
were often laden with
religious sentiment,
but WWI and WWII
saw many people
become disillusioned
with religion.
Inscriptions became
more secular and the
carvings that once
held huge symbolism
largely disappeared in
the 20th Century.
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Chains: The links of love

Angels: Messenger of God

Dove: The Holy Spirit
What do the symbols on graves mean?
Apart from the inscription, headstones often
include some form of symbolism. They can
be purely decorative or hold great meaning to
the family. Motifs may show the occupation

or origin of the deceased, their religious belief,
as well as family sentiments and values.

Here are some of the most common symbols:
Dove: The Holy Spirit

Draped Urn: Death and mourning

Hands: Heavenly welcome

Chains: The links of love

Weeping Willow: Sorrow

Heart: Piety, love or charity

Angels: Messenger of God

Broken flower: An early death

Skull: Death

Can you imagine what symbols you might
choose for your grave? What images would
represent your life?



1. John May (1837-1920), Local brewer and Mayor
Thae May farmily tombes reflect the Classical feastures often found in Greek: and Roman architecture. The classical
stling echoes the belief that ancient Greece and the Roman Emgpane represented civiliations buill upon reason and
the lanas of mature. Thee Large Chwisiian crosses on the graves affiom the family's religious fxith, whilst the evengreen
Laurel wreaths symbaolise their st in the etemal spint’s viclony over death,

2. John Burgess Soper (1820 — 1895), |

Burpess Soper’s memorial gands as a tall four-sided monument, which i said to resemble a petrified ray of the sun
— an anciend Egyptian symbal of fertility, Obelisks becomie popular in the 1870s, when Cleopatra’s needle was
el b London from Egypt.

3. John Kearsey (1822 - 1881), Cattle and manure merchant

The broken codurmn that marks Kearsey's grave symbolises a life cut shor, This is a strong comment from his family
thait they fedl he died too soon, Look also for the Freemasonry symbaol sgquare and cormpasses) on the podeszal. e
shewrs Kisarsesy's loyalty 10 Freemaconary and reminds members 1o “soquare our actions’ and the compasses, to
clrcumscribe and keep us within bounds with all mankine”.

4. The War Graves

You cannal help bul notice that the Commormvealth war graves are all the same shape and size, In 1918, 5o
Frederic Kemyon sakd, it was oedained that what was done for one shaould be done for all, and that all, whatever
their militany rank or position in civil life, should have equal treatment in their graves’. Look for the embloms that
clepact the men's nationality or which military uni they fought with,

5. Howat Family

What oo youl think the classical liwlrr o it Fgwarad fami;!g.-'gr;lw' n}l‘rﬂmlim-sf Itis I'N.:dhil'lj; sirq:dl,-f than gri:-‘ amd
rouming. The worman stands with ber head iilied slghtly dowmvands aned a book of somrow expresses her gried for
the: checaased, In ber right handd she holes 2 shrouded onoss (thee shroud of Chirst) aned a key, which symbolises the
souil entering heaven.

6. Thomas & Ann Dudney (c.1814 - 1879), Walercress merchants

O ool thee muone elaborate hisdstome in the Fhoby CGhost ["J-rrujn:q-. Ehiis fine while marbde monumend 5 a lestmaent
to the Ducdneys. The lange anchor (a symibol of hope) is adomed with ilowers, each flower sieeped in meaning;
roress (imerortal love), marigobd Gafiection), maoming ghony (rnsasmection) and Bily of the valley ithee second coming of
Christh.

7. Thomas Burberry (1835 - 1926), Draper

Why des such g remarkabily successful man hases such  simple nstic granste grave madker! Pechaps the stone on
ther Burberry family plot symibsodises stability and firmness. Look carefilly to see the initials of family members on
the koeebwing o the: grave plot.

. Quakers

W believe that many of the doceased in this anca ane related by birth or marriage. You will notice that most of the
gravesiomne= are in the sercophagus shape, low o the ground with e or no siomment, This reflects e Cuaker
phibosophy of equality and plain living. In some other LIK cemeteries, headstones were not 1o be used for the very
practical reason that ‘they ane of no beneii o the deceased”.

9. William de Brayboeuwf (d.1284), Lord of the Manor of Eastrop

Brayhoeul™s tomb wonsbkd have been onginally located inskle the Holy Ghost Chapel in & canopsed niche against
the wall. Brayboeuf's wealth and importance are demonstrated by the long surcaat over chain mail, shield and
hanc grasping the hilt of a swoed, His onossed begs ane said to depict his devotion 1o Christ,

10, Headless Alderman's tomb

The gown and long sleeves worn by this civilian man show that he is probably an Alderman of the Guild of the
Holy Ghaost. The healless figune dates o the 1 7th Cengury,
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